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fince although things, however bad in thamſelves, when general 
0 Fa berame the teſt regarded by Men, yet the example 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
been ſpread Abroad to my Prejudice; and that with ſo 


In Ar 


ibis Sermon, to. Perſons of the —— 1 


c. 
the Ringdom: Which coming to my Ears, and being Con- 


ſeious to my ſelf, of Preaching nothing contrary to the Pri- 
mitive Inſtitutions and Doctrines of that Church of which 


T have the Honour to be a Paſtor ; I thought the Publiſhing 
the Diſcourſe it ſelf, the moſt proper Vindication I could 
| ntiments may. be molt 


appar ent. 


As to the Second, Same may be apt to Cenſure my Sermon 
as too Uncharitable, 5 that upon 45 4 — of "Schiſm, I 
may be judg*d to Condemn oe good People, both at Home 
and Abroad 3 but truly, they who talk at this rate, what- 
ever they may pretend, em to know nothing of Charity, which 
is far from tonſiſting in flattering People in their Sins, and 
thereby becoming the fatal Inſtruments of their Deſtruction; 


or habitu the l | 
of 4 Million, is no mart to excuſe any Crime in the  ſight-of 
God, then that of One individual, it being our duty to govern 
our Attions by Precept and not by Exumple. And although in 
caſes of great and iht noreſity, there may. ſomt things be 
leaded to extenuate any Tranſgreſſion of this kind, or to render 

the "Perſons Brought to ſach ſtraits, the objects of the Pity, 
Prayers, and Compaſſion of their fellow Creatures, which how 
far God may of his infinite Mercy regard in ſingular Caſes, is 
% —-ÄL ] 
mine ; yi del as pe, ede bave 
lea for themſelves, ſince no concluſion, 

rawn” from extraordinary Caſes of Neceſſity, can juſtify the 

willful contempt of any Order God hath appoinfed © mach leſs 
will it juſtify the declaring the Hierarchy and Worſhip of 
our Church Antiferipraral and Antichriſtlan, and, 2 75 
W an ee .. IN. enen 


The Preface to the Reader. 


to. Bonds. and Covenants to extirpatt and ruin id as the dregs 
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Others may think' I an f nding fault with FS Toleration, 
whereby , Diſſenters are ſcrein d from the Penal Laws; but 1 
have ina ſuch meaning, for all I pretend 11. to declare againſt 


Sh 45 4 Damnoble'Sin, and i prove that the Diſſenters are 


1 of, it, and thereby to Invite them to Repentance by return> 


= to She Church. It is none of my buſine/s-to-medale with the 
Fate, nor de I find fault with the Lenity, of it; 1 only wiſh 
4 may heve thoſe. good effeits; no doubt, our Rulers deſign a 
by it ; 


An . as the State, may for. „ Reaſains knoninito its 
ernours, fur which: the can be called by no Subjedt fo An 


=: 


account, Tolerate different Profeſſions. is matters of Religion ; 
fo J. think no ſuch Toleration can excuſe the Perſons, Tolrated 
from the guilt of Schiſm, mhes juſtly 5x; upon: them by Are 


guments urely e as in a whe Judgment, is the caſe of 
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N ex 1 55 in the Sermon, De. Unit. Ecle. p. 116. Doth 
he think is with Chriſt, who aQs agai his Prieſts 2 
and who” ſeparates himſelf from the Society of his Cler- 
y and People? He carries Arms againſt the Church; 

hts againſt the Order of God; hath an oppolite Altar ; ; 


Big 


. Fr A Rebel againſt the Sacrifice of Chriſt : He S, AS to 


Faiths 4 Ferfrlious as to Religon, Sacrilegious; a Diſobe- 
Servant; an Impious Son; and a Brother that is 


an Enemy; who having deſpiſed the Biſhops, and = 58 
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The Preface to the Neader. 
Prieſts of God, deſires to Conſtitute another Altar. tb 
make another Prayer with an unhahe Wu Voeßce) SD 


Profane the true Sacrament of the Boy arid Blood of 
Chriſt by his falſe Sacrifice. And to the ſame pu 
the Place cited in the Title Page: © Saith: he," It geo 
and 3 me fad, When I found you in that Pla ce, 1. k. 
againſt che Eccleſiaſtick Order, por tig Fe 
polical Law, and in oppoſition to the Catholick: 572 
tion; That I perceiv'd you had Eſtabliſſic another Bi- 
ſhop, which was, what was neither Lawful, nor ought to 
have been done; That being to conſtitute another 
Church, to diſperſe or ſcatter. the Members of Chriſt; and 
to rend afunder the Soul and one Body of the Flock of 
God, by your Factious emulations.” Naar if theſe Enn. 
tions, be not as ſevere 2 any 2 I hawe expreſ d in the 
Sermon, I leave to any t 5 and Hoek, 1 Think wee art, 
I ball Jubmit to the: Ready, . 
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Epheſians Chapter IV. Verſe 3. 


Endeavouring to . the unity of the Spirit, in the 
nien Gs e nd of Peace. 25 


I HE Great Apoſtle St. Paul, having in the former 
Chapters of this Epiſtle put the Ephe/ians in mind of 
| the ſundry Spiritual Bleſſings, they, as Members of 
& the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, did receive, by virtue of 
what our Saviour had done and ſuffered on their account : And 
having from the Eighth verſe of the Chapter immediately pre- 
ceeding my Text, told them of the Honour and Dignity God had 
conferred upon himſelf in particular, in that unte him who was the 
leaſt of all Saints, this 8 was given, that he ſhould Preach among 
the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt ;, and then having ac- 
quainted them, of that freedom of acceſs to the Throne of Grace 
they through their Redeemer did enjoy; he tells them, That it was 
his daily. Prayer for them, to be ſtrengthned by the Spirit, in the inner 
man, and that Chriſt might dwell in their Hearts by Faith, that being 
rooted and grounded in Love, they might be able to comprehend with 
all Saints, what is the heighth, depth, breadth and length, and to know 
the Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. And having concluded 
that zd. Chapter with a Doxologie ; From the beginning of the 
4th. de acquaints them of the ways and means how they might 
come at that Bleſſed Eſtate, he thus deſired in their behalf; for 
ſaith he, I therefore the Priſoner of the Lord beſeeth you, that ye 
walk worthy the vecation wherewith ye are called, with all lowlineſs 
and meekneſs, with long ſuffering, forbearing one another in love: And 
then immediately he ſubjoyns the words of my Text, endeavouring 
to keep the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond of peace. 
The Reaſon then of chooſing theſe Words for my preſent Subject 
will be very plain, ſhall we conſider how little the Exhortation is 
practis d even by many who pretend molt ſtrictly to obſerve it, as 
' ſhall afterwards more fully be made appear if God permit: 
And having ſome time ago 8 touch'd the Sin of Schiſm, 
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(2) 
in this Place from another Text, 1 hope it needs not be thought 
rude or impertinent in me, ſomewhat to enlarge at preſent; upon 


what then | was oblig'd only to glance at, to prevent my en- 


croaching too much on your Patience. But to proceed, 
ln the Text there are two things naturally falling under our 
Conſideration; Firftl, An Injunction given to the Epheſians, for 
enabling them to walk worthy of their vocation, in theſe words, 
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit; that is, That it ſhould 
be their care, as now they were ingrafted into the Body of Chriſt, 
and conſequently enlivened and quickned by his Spirit, to continue 
ſtill united to him, as the Members of his Myſtical Body, that fo 
they might ſtill receive theſe freſh Supplies from him, that were 
requiſite for maintaining their Spiritual Life; through their being 
ſo united to their Head Jeſus Chriſt, as our Bodies ure to our Spi- 
rits, by which each Member of them is aQuated and enlivened. 
Secondly, We have the manner in which this unity is to be preſer- 
ved, vi. in or by the bond of Peace; that is, by the ſtrict obſervance 
of all the Ordinances of the Goſpel, by which thoſe Bleſſings axe con- 
vey'd unto our Souls; but in a ſpecial manner, in 2 g of the 
Bleſſed Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chriſt; which may be 
reckoned the Bond of Peace, both as being that Ordinance, in 
which is repreſented the unſpeakable Love of God, in ſending his 
Son to die for us poor miſerable Sinners, and in communicating to 
vs,. by his Spirit, the effects of his meritorions Paſſion, for our com- 
fort in this World, and for our Eternal Salvation in the next; 
and alſo becauſe in this Ordinance we teſtify our Love one to ano- 
ther as being the Members of the ſame Body, united under Chriſt 
our Head, and conſequently having a mutual concern one in ano- 
ther, for N each individual a partaker of the eternal feaſt 
of Comfort and Bliſs in the other World, as they have been par- 
takers of that by which it was repreſented in this. So that in 
my judgment, the meaning of the words amount to this, That 
the Epheſians here are required by the Apoſtle, as they would walk 
worthy of their Vocation, that they ſhould take care ſo to 
obſerve theſe Ordinances of the Goſpel, Chriſt had appointed, 
for Communicating his Grace. to his People, according to their 
differeat Neceſlities, and for preferving them, united unto bim 
as the Members of his Body, as by that means they might more 
and more recieve the freſh Influences of the benefit of this their 
Spiritual Union with their Redeemer. 


. | 3 
. | The'wordy being thus explain'd, 1 ſhall end: from them 
to treat of theſe following Heads? ot a 


5 ni v7: units Leeb a 936 ernte ne be 
e things requiſite to form 4 Right Conſti- 
tued Church, or the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, ' © 


+ Firſt, Ts condeſcend on the 
Secondly, To ſhew in what the union of. this Church or Myſtical Body 


1 


— 


Nen 


5 Thirdly, 7. prove ie \an indiſpenſible Duty for the Members of bis 
Body to maintain this unity one with anot 


= ort, il make ſome Improvement. 


As to the lt is requiſite for forming a Right Conſtituted 
Church, which is the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, as being a Society or 
Body Political, that each Member thereof be throughly acquainted 
with the Laws of that Society in which he is Incorporate, to ac- 
quaint him both with that Subjection he oweth to the Prince and 
ad of the Society, and of the manner in which he ought to be. 
have himſelf to hisfellow Subjects; and ſince Man by Sin is become 
fo much ſubjected to his ſenſual Appetites, as rather to conſider the 
reſent, than the future Happineſs or Miſery attending his Actions, 
it is therefore requiſite, ſince the Rewards and Puniſhments con- 
tain'd in the Laws of this Society, are, tho' moſt certain, yet not 
commonly beſtowed or inflicted upon the Perſon, at that inſtant 
in which the Good or Evil is committed; That each Member 
of this Spit itual Society ſhould be from time to time put in mind 
of thoſe things, leaſt peradventure they ſhould flip out of his 
Mind : And hence it is, that in order to remove what difficulties 
might enſue, from our being left Ignorant of the Will of God, it 
hath pleaſed the Almighty to deliver to us the Laws which he re- 
quired us to obſerve. in manner contain d in the Books of the Holy 
Scriptures of the Old and Nem Teſtament; and for the keeping the 
more lively impreſſions of thoſe Truths upon our Spirits, he hath 
appointed a Miniſtry in the Church in all Ages, that ſo by means 
of their Adminiſtration, the whole body might be quickened and 
enlivened by that Spirit, who hath promiſed to be with them to 
the end of the World. In like manner as are the Members of our 
Natural Body, by the means of thoſe Veſſels which convey the 
Blood through every part * : And therefore I do affirm, 
2 | That 


(4) : 


That the BELIEF of the SCRIPTURES as the Word of God, 
and the BEING of a GLERGY for diſpencing of the Word 
and Sacraments, are two fundamental things neceſſary in the 
Being of a Church; as being that upon which all other things, 
allowed to be Fundamental in Religion, do neceſſarily depend: 
So that by ſhaking this fundamental Doctrine, the Superſtructure | 
muſt neceffarily be Ruined. | ; AY withoti 

That the Belief of the Scriptures is requiſite, will be plain, 
if we conſider them as the Laws which the Head of the 
Church hath preſcrib'd to his Members, both for informing 
them of their Duty, and for acquainting them with thoſe 
ways and means, by which the Members are to enjoy Communi- 
on with their Head; and therefore certainly gg long as theſe 
means of Communioa are neceſſary, which muſt beile the Com- 
munion is ſuch, the Scriptures muſt likewiſe be nul; and ſince 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is God, is this head of the Church, from whom 
are deriv'd thoſe Vital Influences, and with whom it is in theſe 
Ordinances, its Members do Communicate, the manner and way 
how this is attain'd, muſt certainly be that of his appointment; 
and that being contain'd in the Scriptures, their Divine Authority 
is perſpicuous, and all I now ſpeak to, 1 preſume have no doubt of 
them; nor that Communion with God is neceſſary and attainable 

by the Directions thereof, which is what at preſent only intend. 
The next thing neceſſary in a right Conſtituted Church, is a Mi. 
niſtry, for the very BEING whereof a miſſion from Jeſus Chriſt” is 
of abſolute Neceſlity ; for ſayeth the Apoſtle, How ſhall they Preach 
unleſs they be ſent ? And in another Place, ſpeaking of the Prieſts 
of the Law, which are yet inferiour to thoſe of the Goſpel, he 
tells us, That no Man taketh this Office upon himſelf, but he that is 
called of Cod as was Aaron, this being evident in their Office as 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, And as by an Earthly Prince, it would be 
counted one of the moſt heinous Offences any Perſon could com- 
mit, for a Subject to Counterfeit the Commiſſion of his Prince as 
Ambaſſadour to a Foreign Court; ſo certainly the God of Hea- 
ven mult look upon it as an affront offered to him, for Mea at their 
own hand to pretend to ay ſuch dignity, as to repreſent his Son 
in the World, without Authority from him ſo todo; and if he 
look'd upon the Invaſion of. the Prieſthood under the Moſaical 
Diſpenſation, which was but Typical of the Chriſtian, as a Crime 
deſerving an immediate exemplary Puniſhment, by a preſent and 
terrible kind of Death, Numbers 16. Is it to be ſuppoſed, that 
- though 


) 

| . 
thovght he dbth not inn ediately avenge himſelf of ſuch People as 
uſurp the Goſpel Prieſthood, that he /w ill never take any account 
eee 20007 yorhht ld no vth of ae 0 

A Viffion: being thus neceffary: for the Miniſtry of the Goſpel 
from Jeſus Chriſt, it muſt be either immediately from our Saviour 
himſelf, or mediately; as being given by thoſe who from him re- 
cieved the Power to confer it to others: As for the- firſt, I judge 
the pretenders to it will find difficulty to iuſtruct their Pretenſions, 
without betaking themſelves to the other; ſince- what - Nr any 
Maa may ſay of the inward call of the Spirit to the M:niftry, it can 
only, if true, amount to an evidence of his own Conſcience, and 
only concerns himſelf, but lays no obligation on others to believe 


him, whil ther Call is wanting; yea, I may adventure to 
ſay, That y pretending to an immediate Call. on purpoſe to 
avoid the „ is only a Deluſion; ſince God having planted 


an Order in his Church, it is the Duty of all Men to ſubmit unto 
it ; and that Perſon which ſets up any new Thing in oppoſition 
thereto, is rather ated by the Devil than by any good Pt inci- 
ple; eſpecially ſince the Doctrines, the high pretenders to this im- 
mediate Call do induſtriouſly Propagate under that pretence, 
are ſuch, as we may clearly find them to proceed-from the Bot- 
tome Pit, of which kind are your Enthuſiaſts of ſeveral 
Orts. | p LAS 
As for the mediate Call, ſome are of the Opinion with the In- 
dependants; That it conſiſts in nothing but a Call from the Peo- 
ple, and that any Perſon, who, by a Congregation of People, is 
deſired to Adminiſter to them in Holy Things, and for that end 
is ſet apart by the impoſition of their hands, is by that a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, and called by God, who hath enclined the Peg- 
ple to make him their Choice for a Paſtor. But truly for my part, 
1 take the Apoſtle St. Paul, Titus 1. 5. to have been of a quite diffe- 
rent Sentiment: When he having laid the foundation of a Church 
at Creet, by making Sundry Converts to Chriſtianity in that place, 
he left Jitus with them, to take care to provide them in Paſtors, 
and ordain them in their ſeveral Cities; - which certainly, were 
the reaſoning of thoſe People good, had been a great Incroach - 
ment on the liberty of the People in that Place, which the Apo- 
ſtle would have been Cautious about, for fear of giving them 
juſt ground of offefice, eſpecially at a time, when the Divine INu- 
minations were More frequent, amongſt both the Clergy and Laity, 


than in this preſent Age. I" 1 
25 | Others 


(6) 2 

Othets again with the) Presbyterians da this the -Officers of 
the Church, thoſe only to whom the Power of (ſeal ing ont of 
Paſtors is given, but they look upon all having the Power of. Ad- 

mihiſtrating the Word and Sacraments, to have an equal Power 

of jurisdiction and of Ordination, and therefore they make Or- 
dainiag the Act of a Presbytery. according as they ſay, to St. Pax!'s 
- words to Timothy ;' 1 Timm. c. 4. v. 14. But truly to me it looks ſur- 
,priziagg/ that theſe People ſhould look upon St. Paul as a favour- 
er af Parity, who of all the Apoſtles has had moſt occaſion in his 

writings to ſhew he knew the Power of an Apoſtle, and wou'd 
maintalu the Authority thereunto belonging, as a Biſhop in ordina- 
ry as well as extraordinary Caſes, and had he believed the 
Doctrine of Parity, he muſt have known . moſt 


arrogant Uſurpet in the World; not only in itas upon 
the uſur ping the Office belonging to a Presbytery e forecited 
Place, but alſo in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, where he tells 
them, That he was now coming to them, and when he came he would 
not ſpare. Had Parity — at that time, might not the 
Presbyters and People of Corinth diſown his Authority, as being 
4 Presbytery within themſelves? Or if he had come, and been 
allow'd to ſit with them in this Court, the moſt at this Rate be 
could have pretended to was one Vote, which would ſoon have 
been ballanced, and his judgment was nothing, being out: voted 
by the Reverend Aſſembly. To hat purpoſe then did he tell them, 
he would not ſpare at his coming, when they knew how to keep 
him out of a Power of acting as he pleaſed? And as to the Text 
made uſe of in Ordinations, beſides that the Words may admit of 
another reading more agreeable to the Original, by taking the 
word +g2ofvurepy for the Office, and not an Aſſembly 

* His Inſt: of Presbyters, as doth Calvin their famous Patron. * 
8 4- 2 bis, The Apoſtle St. Paul, 2 Tim. 1.6 being preſent, who 
F Tic had an Epiſcopal Power, ſnoweth us plainly that this 
© * Ordination was not the act of Presbyters acting in 
Parity, as appears more fully by the different prepoſitions made uſe 
of in the Two different Places; for tho' in one place he had ſaid 
WITH the laying on the Hands of the Fresbytery, he ſays in the other, 
BY the laying on of MY hands, implying at leaſt, That it was by his 
Authority he ordained him a Prieſt, tho fome Presbyters might have 
aſſiſted in the ſame: And further, theſe Gentlemen, to evite Timothy's 
being Biſhop, call him an Evangeliſt, to make him an extraordinary 
Officer. Now pray, if this is true, they could not be ordinary Presby- 


ters 


. < (59)) ; oh . 
ters that Otdalged him, elſe they had taken upon them to Com- 
-municdte an higher truſt chan they ever receiv'd, an Evangeliſt 
being above an ordinary Presbyter, by their own Confeſſion ; and 
therefore Pm afraid ſach Ordinations will be found light when 
weig Fd in the Ballance of the Sanctuar . 2 95 
Others again, diſowning the Two former, do jadge, That le- 
ſus Chriſt hath appointed diſtin& Orders of Miniſters in his 
Church ; and to the Supream Paſtor or Biſhop, for diſtinguiſhing 
him from the Prieſts or Deacons, he hath committed a Supremacy 
of Juriſdiction, and the Authoritative Power of Ordination; and 
that none but thoſe who were thus Call'd, and admitted to the 
Miniſtry, have a right to Miniſter in Sacred Things to the People; 
the other Clergy or Laity, without his Concurrence, having no 
Power to e into the Vineyard of Chriſt. And this 
Opinion ſe co be ſupported from the Practice of our Saviour, 
who having leff Eighty one behind bim with the Power of Admini- 
ſtration, gave the Power of Ordaining to the Eleven, when he 
Cloathed them with that Authority, which he had himſelf upon 
Earth, St. John the 20th, v. the 21ſt 3 by Vertue of which it was 
that the other Apoſtles ordained Matthias, and afterwards appoint- 
ed the Seven Deacons ; and this diverſity of Orders of the Officers 
of the Church, we find again repeated by St. Paul, ſome Verſes he- 
low my Text; He there tell us, that Chrii# gave ſome Apoitles, 
ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliits, ſome, Paftors and Teachers, for the 
perfeiting of 457 dap: Nor did thoſe diverſities of Orders, thus 
at firſt laſtituted, come to an end with the Apoſtolical Age; but 
in the firſt Age after them, we find the Primitive Ignatius, plain- 
ly enjoyns the People to eſteem and reverence the Deacons as the Mi- 
niſters of God, the Presbyters as the Apoſties of Chriſt, and their Biſhop 
&s Chriit- bimſelf ;, becauſe that without thoſe there was no Church : 

Wt. to the Tral. and Smyr. And Tertullian ſpeaking of the Power 
of Baptiſm, ſaith, The High Prieſt, who is the Biſhop, bath the Power 
of Adminitti ating Baptiſm, and under him the Prieſts and Deacons, 
who can only Baptixe by the Biſhop's Authority, which is neceſſary ſor 
the honour of this Church, by retaining whereof Unity is preſerv'd, 
elſe might the Power be in the Laity; Terra of Baptiſm, Chap. 17. 
And this belief of the Presbyters and Deacons, as well as 
the People, having their dependence upon their Biſhop in their 
Adminiſtration, was what prevail'd in the univerſal Church 
for above the firſt 1 50 Years after Chriſt, which certainly ſhows 

| © | . us, 
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us, That they who mage the Clergy in their Admiftcatioty, thus 
depending upon the high . Prieſt, ,would.never allo them to or- 
dain others independently of, or in oppoſition to hig Authority, 
as is now by ſome come to be practiſed; who had they been living 
ia the beſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, had ſeen their Ordloa- 
tion made void, and themſelves Anathematiz'd: for ſuch Sacrile- 
gious Uſurpations ; as was, Aerius the firſt Famous Presbyterian. | 
The next thing | ſhall mention as requiſite in a right Conſtituted 
Church is, the initiating of its Members by the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm, according to our Bleſſed Saviour's appaiatment, Matt. 28. 19, 
And the neceſſity of this will eaſily appear, ¶ we conſider, that all 
Perſons without Baptiſm are ſtill lyable to the Guilt and Damning 
Power of Original. Sin, as continuing till to have the firſt Adam 
for their Repreſentative, as in the Covenant of Ms; whereas 
by Baptiſm, the laver of Regeneration, they beilWggrafred in- 
to the Body of Chriſt, have by that, in their own Ferſons, a Right 
to all the Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace, which our Saviour 
hath purchas'd, in which ſtate they do certaialy remain till they 
fall from it by their own Actions; and hence, tho' I will not 
affirm how far the Fæderal. Right of Children to this Sacrament 
may ſtand them in ſtead, in Caſe of dying without the actual re- 
ceiving that Ordinance, yet I may ſafely ſay, the ſtate of thoſe 
Children is much more ſecure who have their Fæderal right b 
Baptiſm, confirm'd in their own Perſons, than is that of thoſe 
that want it; and this being the initiating . Ordinance under 
the Goſpel, - as was Circumciſion under the Law; without 
which God cannot be ſaid to be in Covenant with us; 1 can- 
not by my ſhallow Reaſonings find out haw any Man can be a 
Member of the Chriſtian Church without Baptiſm, more than of 
the Jewiſh without Circumciſion.; and as thoſe who neglected this 
Circumciſion were to be cur off from their People, ſo they who wil- 
fully neglect or contemn this dactament of Baptiſm, may juſtly be 
afirm'd to be cut Fr the Myſtical. Body of Chriſt, and con- 
ſequently from any Covenanted Title to Salvation. IN 88 
Having thus ſhewn you ſeveral things requiſite ia a Right Con- 
ſtituted Church, I come now to conſider in what the Unity of the 
Church, thus conſtituted, doth couſilt ; which you have in theſe 
few Heads. n ad Kufen itz off 
The Unity of the Church thus Conſtituted, doth conſiſt, in the 
maintaining the ſame Faith by all its Members, and this certainly 
muſt be requiſite, at leaſt in all the eſſentials of Religion, elſe 
there could be no fort of unity whatſoever, whilſt what one did 
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affirm the other might abſolute! pope tly.the:troe 
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Body of C 
ted with the moſt Groſs Hereticks, rho 
what they e Doctrine of Chriſt and his A- 
r the ApoRtle, tells ns. mnediately.after 3 
Text, Thar there i ane, Faith which . re; ſum d. up in thoſe 
Three Creeds a rag by the Articles, of the Church, namely 
the Apoifolick, Nicene, and Arhanaſyan.,. Aſt. 


| 2 regen on 
.. Bur. further itgis TE CEE ſer to of. Unity Ja the 
Church, that the whole Members thereof ſhould be United in 
one Hope; and therefore the Apoſtle tells the. ,Epbeſians. next 
Verſe to my Text, That they mere galld to one, hope 5 1 


And truly ſhould we narrowly conſider this, we will ad it moſt 
reaſonable, f no Union whatſoever can en W ere are 
different end ind deſigns. in view, amongſt the ns con- 


cern'd and thus ſuppoſed to be United; ſince if this take place 
immediately, the Union muſt be broken, while according to their 
different aims, each of them will ſerioyſly endeavqur. to pitch up- 
on thoſe means he thinks moſt ready to produce the end he aims at; 
as TWO, or Three Travellers bound for, different Places, though 
they occaſionally or accidently meet in the High way, yet their 
deſigns being different, they in little time muſt leave one ano- 
ther; and in like manner in the matter in hand, while ſome Men 
out of a Conſcientious Principle,of Kehrer their Duty to God, 
and from the hopes of enjoying of bim in Eternity if ſo doing, 
ſtudy to live as becometh Chriſtians, and others out of a Princi- 
ple af ſelf-Intereſt, thereby hoping to become eminent in the 
orld, pretend to be Religious, and to Joyn themſelves to the 
other; yet this Union, tho? it may continue for a time, is apt ſud- 
denly to be broaken, and muſt certainly come to nothing, while 
the Ambition of the latter is ſatisfied, orgyhen it may happen 
that Religion is not ſo much eſteem d as to be capable to ſerve his 
deſign; and no wonder it ſhonld be ib, the bond of this Union 
being nothing but a Charitable Diſpoſition in the one, and the 
height of Hypocriſy in the other ; whereas, were their hopes 
built on the ſame Principle of enjoying God in Eternity, their 
different. ſtates in the World would never alter them, but they 
mould always remain united in proſecuting this their deſign. + . 
- Beſides the profeſſing the ſame Faith and Hope, it is requiſite 
that the Members of the Church, if united one with another, 
ſhould retain the ſame Charity . Love, both towards God and 
P g - their 
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ſpiritual drink, 1 Cor. 10. 3; ne that this Communicating 5 
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cir Neighbor, teſtifying he vde vy n carfluf Endeavor to obs 
= Ln Lan, Au] the pther by (idyi g to ptpmote the Happi 
neſs und Felicity of one another ia var Souls and Bodies,” and * 
of 1 or de- 


having ſach à boncern ode in anorher,' as bath the Members 
our Natural Bodies heings always ſenſible lp 
caying eſtute of every one, and fo affected with it, as to ud to 
remove the one, and to encourage ant promote the other with our 
utmoſt endeavours: And truly, if this be wanting amongſt thoſe 
Who 12 to Chriftianityas alaſs it is too mich, itiis an evident 
ſign that they who haye it not, are ſtrangers to this Unity of the 
Spirit, Which according to their Vocation they ought to main- 
rain, ſince the * . Joby hath plainly told us, That none can 
love God whom he not ſeen, who loveth not his Brother whom he hath 
ſeen; and as t wou'd not look natural to the 5 1 inſenfible 
of the H of the Head or to the Stomach or theHand, to be in- 
ſnkdle of the Feet; i 1 can ſee no reaſon, why it ſhould be 
that any Man can be a Member of the Body. of Chriſt, 


t 

without a fellow - feeling of the Joys and Mifer ies, of the other 

Members of the fame Body, ug ue 

The laſt and chief thing in which the Unity of the Church doth 

conſiſt, is, that of external Communion, in uſing the fame Wor- 

ſhip, and partaking of the ſame Altar, as Members of the ſame Bo- 
t 


dy, and thereby eating the ſame ſpiritual bread, and drinking the ſame 


gw 


| n 
the external act of the Worſhip of God, eſpecially in the Holy 
Sacrament, is that which can be but one, and that in which the 
vnity of the Church confiſteth, as bompôfed of fereral Members, 
will gr ge Scripture, from che conſtant belief of the 
Church, and from the Nature of the 'Sacrattient' it RH, From 
Scripture,the ſame Apoſtle tell us, The cup 'of Bleſſing which we bleſs, 
5s it not the Communidh of the blood of Chrift ? the Bread which tr break, 
is it not tbe Communion of the Body of up Ver we being many are 
one Bread, and one Body 5 for we are all parratrrs of that une Bread, 
1 Cor. 10. 16, 17. Since then the Brea Ca Scripture, are 
taken for the Body and Blood of Chriſt, exhibited in the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Sark ung ste Apoſtle Argues from their being 
partakers of one Bread, Their being one n cannot, for my 
part, find out any other Sloſß to put upon the Words, than tha he 
believed the Unity of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt to conſiſt in the 
partaking of the fame Altar and Bread; and confequently Judged 
all thoſe who did fo, as incorporated into the Chriſtian Socie- 


ty, 


he tells them, alluding to that 
ah amy immoral Practiſes, 1 Chu. 6. 5. 
or jayns with a Scheſm in the Church, 
domiof God, Epiſt. to the Phytedelphears. 
in the ſundry Epiſt les to Cornitins againſt the 

ien Schiſin, tells him once and again, That they had thrown 


themſelyes out of the Church, and conſequentiy were void of any 


part in Chriſt, And particularly, Epiſt 43. There, ſays le, 5s one 
| God, one mi Chair or Biſhop, and te grall an other ir; or Prieſt - 

bead, except the Une Altar, and wy Bars or age. nd cer- 
- tainly: this Reaſoning. bad been the moſt fooliſh &£ had 
they ſpoken fo againſt oppoſite Communioas, as to render the 
maiatainers of them Schiſmatical, and conſequently in à ſtate of 
Damnation, and in the mean time not believ'd'the partaking of 
the. ame Altar, a neceſſary part of the Communlon of the Church. 
And ſo far were they from contradicting any 


h 


proud  Infolens e. \ 

any one contr g thoſe Principles, til} the Sixteenth Century 
at ſooneſt, Acrem only excepted,” who on that accou 
St. Auguſtine teſtifies, by the Church, declared an 
That it is eſſential to the unity of the Church, that its Mem- 
bers ſhould partake of the ſame Altar, is further evident from 
the Nature of the Sacrament its ſelf; which' as it repreſents 
to us the Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, and is a' Seal of the 
Covenant Communicating to = its benefit, ſo alſo tis a Sign 
| | C 2 and 


of 


y thing'sf this, char 
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And ſinre, did an Man ſee” YM er ſdnð fo 1505 2 
git 


Hurtful to the other. 


gatory, We Fre which, having made a breaking off from her Com- 


muniĩon of abſolute Neceſſuy, She, and not We, muſt be Charged 
with. the Guilt of this and all its. dreadful Conſequences, as 
being the firſt cauſe of them, there being none who offered to 
ſeparate from her, till: they were neceſſarily provok d by her ag- 
dition to the Doctrine of the Goſpel; by wbich the Foundation 
was in hazard of being deſtroy eee. 
| 2dly,. That thoſe who make a rent in the Church of God, by 
ſetting, of ig Altars, where no ſinful terms are impoſed 
by that. c ure rom Which they ſeparate; are, by dving ſo, in a 
ſtate of Schiſm, and as having broken the Bond of Peace, and 


thereby cut themſelves off from the unity of the Spirit, and from 


the one Body of Chriſt, they cannot be ſajd to have any part or 

ortion in the Head, while continuing in ſuch a State: And this 
bow far applicable to our Modern Schiſmaticks in this Kingdom, 
I mall by and by conſider. And this for the Second Head. 05 


" * 4 * 4 » £2 
> Ci Fons Ui ANT 4 
— 


R SOS, 
come nw to the [Third Head, which is to prove it an indif- 
le Duty of the Members of this Myſtical Body, to main - 


ſider, * f . ud 
God hath fequired this Unity to be obſerved by all without 
Exception ſince he hath commanded ha wi ponuld love sur Neigh- 
bout e „What ever Men may ſay of their 
obeying this Cominand, yet the daily experience of all People in 
the Worid plaialy evidence, That when Men begin to divide upon 
a Religious account, they do then fall from the due obſervance 
of that precept, while in the Place of that Love, the Sin of Schiſm 
is commonly accompany'd' with Malice, againſt all that go not an 
equal length with themſelves in the encouraging ſuch Diviſions; 
and therefore, ſince it produceth ſuch eſſects contrary to this Com- 
mand, it may ſuffice to be an Argument to Unity, by ſaying, it is 
required of us by him, who as the Sovereign Governour of the 
World, hath the Authority to require of us what he pleaſeth, 
and we no power of calling his Law unto Queſtion. 

But to this add the Confideration of the Advantages we reap 
by the Obſervance” of this Unity, while by this it is we become 
one with Chriſt and be with us, by this we are incorporated as 
Members of his Myſtical Body, and have a right to the promi. 


on account of what for us he hath done and ſuffered, ſince 


ſ 

the being his Members, puts us immediately under his Care and 
Protection, as having a tender Sympathy with our lafirmities. 
And pray dy Brethren, to ſay as David in another Caſe, Doth it 
ſeem to you « ſmall thing fto be not only the Sons in- law of an 
Earthly Prince, but the Adopted Sons of the King of Heaven, and 
mags joynt Heirs with Chriſt, by having an uncorruptible and du- 
rable Inheritance, even an exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. 
And if we proceed from this, to conſider the miſerable eſtate of 
thoſe engaged in Schiſm, we ſhall find good Reaſon to perſwade 
vs to the obſervance of this Unity of the Spirit recommended in 
my Text, and therefore conſider. 4371 

Such as do engage themſelves in the guilt of Schiſm, are 
miſerable in regard of their ſhaking off the Badge, and Di- 
ſtinguiſhing mark of Chriſtianity, which our Saviour left be- 
hit him to bis Diſciples, for ſaith: he, hereby ſhall all Alen know 
you are my Diſciples, 4 ye love one anothef;- while if place of 


Love, Contention, muſt needs to ſuch People, be their diſtinguiſh- 
ing mark, that they are his followers, or elſe their can 5 — 
N | | eli 


rain this Unity one with another, and this will be plain if we con · 
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Teſtimony given by them that they. are ſuch; and that this love one 


to another left in e by our Bleſſed Saviour, was to be teſtified 
by a mutual Comtunion, in the ſundry acts of Worſhip in the 
Publick Aſſemblies, not to be called in queſtion, ſince ig is 


certainly not the leaſt, but greateſt Teſtimony of Love he calls 
for at our Hands; and none can be abòve or equal to that Love 
which ought to obtain betwixt + ney Ye this Body, they 
by that Relation having a mutual Toncern' in the eternal happi 

neſs of ane another: And in this fenſe certainly, the A 


ein 
my Text takes this Unity, as a walking worthy of our Vocation, 


from which the Schiſmatick having, ſwerved, doth, by walking 
unworthy of the Vocation of a Chriſtian, ſhake off the very badge 
of Chriſtianity it ſelf TT Wat: 

They. Who are guilty4of* Schiſm are miſerable, in regard of 
their doing what in them lies to fruſtrate the deſign of the Goſ- 
pel, which is, that when it brings the ridings of Peace and Recon- 
ciliation with God, it ought alſo to diſpoſe us to Peace one to- 
wards another, which by Schiſm is intirely diſappoiated, when in 
place ob this, it rather foments than aſſwages their Malice: And if 
this be too little, then we may eakily concieyve of them, as the 
greateſt Enemies to: the Propagiting of the Goſpel in the-World, 
whatever pretended Sanctity or Zeal for Religion they may have 
fince by the rents they make, they both caſt a ſtumbling-block be- 
fore the weak, and alſo furniſh; the Enemies of Religion of all 
ſorts, with pretences to rediesle and mock at all manner of 
ſenſe of it, whilſt they find: ſo meny different Animoſities among 
the different contending Parties, which-makes them conclude Re- 
ligion but a Trick and Invention, which none can account for, 
and all pretend to maintain upon a Separate footing ; and how 
often this is caſt up by Men of all Ranks in common converſation, 
is truly matter of regret, and thoſe who keep vp diviſion muſt 
anſwer for it ſome time or other, ſince by their means Men make 
our diviſions a common objection againſt Chriſtianity. 

They who are guilty of Schiſm, do- render the interceſſion of 
Jefus Chriſt in behalf of his Church to themſelves of none eſſect, 
as having no part therein, having cut themſelves off from being 
Members of his- Myſtical Body, and'canſequently from thoſe vi- 


tal influences they teceiv d by being united to him as their Head, 
as the Branches to the Vine; and ypan, confideration of the ad- 
vantages his. Members by this union ſhould reap, it is, that he 
prayeth the Father in thoſe word, Hbly Father, keep through thine 


— 
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vw me, theſe whom thou baſt given me, that they may be one as we ue, 
St. John 17; 11. The which Piyerceh t av lah continuing in 
8chifm who defpiſe the uhity prayed for, Md therefore: muſt be 
wed of its Bleſſed eſſects; they Ming among thoſe iu the 
2 — for whom our Saviour mia, He Prayed not whilſt in that 
nditton; - © * 4 1 4 
And as they render —. Ar. interceſſion of jeſus Chriſt to 
themſelves, as Guiſty of Schiltm, {> in the fame mauuer they there- 
by *exclude themſelves from any intereſt in his Meritorious 
Paſſion, and conſequently from a nanted title to the Promi- 
ſes of Grace here, and Glory and Happineſs hereafter; and if 
dying under the 81 of it, maſt, for what 1 know,Periſh Eternally. 
It is true, indeed}, it were high Preſumption in me to limit the 
Infinite Mercy of God, fince no Man Gn account how far it ma 
extend in particular Caſes, fuch a that of the Heathens, and thoff 
of whom we peak, who are only ſo far differing, that the one 
dies in utter Ignorance, and the other in great meaſure in willful 
diſobedience; yet when we ſpeak of a right to Salvation, that 
is, what can only belong to the Members of the Church of God, 
from . which all Schiſmaticks are, by their own Actions, Excom- 
municated, and differ from thoſe cut off by Church Cenfure 
only in this, the one is His one Executioacr , while the 
other, by Church Governours, is formally expelled for his 


Faults. SY 
Gefen ry way of Creciffing to Nine freſh the 
„ ang” ug mm to open Name, by ſetting him 
vp in palin bel 1 ent; aud ſince 
the humane Natute of Chriſt is now in Heaven, by whith means 
it is impoſſible that he fniotld fuffer again upon Earth, therefore 
milefs his Suffering in the Members of his Myſtical Body, be look d 
upon to be the gof that Fext, far my part I cannot compre- 
hend it; aud if fo, rhea'certainly in this t, the Shiſmatick 
doth dayly afreſh̃ Oructfie his Saviour, ſince having cut off him- 
gel from bis Body, be makes it His baſes daily, more and 
more to rend it atander, if paradventure he may, at laſt tear it 
quite into pieces, which certainly muſt offend him who hath ſuch 
22 with this Myſtical Body, as that he hath declared 
"That be that ron heth its Members, rouchith rhe Apple of his Eye. And 
however this may be ſurprizing at firſt, yet if we coftfidet the 
Current of the Apoſtles words, we may find them joftly appli- 
cable to this Sin of Schiſm, Ler ns bold faſt, faith he, the Profeſſion 
. of 
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of our Faith without mavering, for he is faithful. that har pr ** and 
let g conſider one another, to ovoke, tp); Love and good: Ar not 
faking the aſſembling of our few together. as the manner of ſome;' it, 
bu exborting one anether and ſo much the more as you ſee the day a. 
proaching ; and then he Hbjoyns as his Reaſon for this Exhortation, 
far if we ſm wilfully, aft er we have receiv dyt he knowledge of the. truth, 
there remaineth henceforth no more;ſacrificts for. ſin, but a certain fear- 
ful looking for gf Jadgment, and fen Indignatiag,, which ſhall devogy 
the adverſaries. He that deſpiſed Moſes's Law ayed without mercy at 
the mouth of two or three witneſſes, of hom much ſorer a Puniſhment 
ſhall be be thought worthy, who hath troden under foot the ſon of God, and 
hath counted 10 2 . Colony! e he was {nll an 
xnholy thing, ang hath done deſpite to the ſpirit of grace, Heb. 10. tr 
the y 3d to the zoth.; ang. ſpeaking of. the ſame ſubject, he calls i 
ol mae e or of A Chap, 6. 6. all which bow ap: 
Plicab eto the preſefit matter, « Schi m, as rending his Church, 
and deſpiſing and undervaluing his Ordinances, and withdrawing 
om the. Communion of the Saints, to me ſeems evident in it 
ſelf. ny te do i aj wit Q& vaokd 15 18> 326329 23 
_.. Having as then ſhewed yon what is requiſite in a right Con- 
Hig Church, namely the belief of all things contained in the 
er iptures, the preſerving a Miniſtry, having a lawful Call and Miſſi- 
on, and the initiating its Members by Baptiſm, , and alſo that in 
which the Unity of that Church doth conſiſt, vic. in the Members 
having one Faith, one Hope, one Charity, and one Communiog, I 
have now ſhewed you the indiſpenſible Obligations of the Members 
thus united, to maintain that Unity amongſt themſelyes, from its be- 
ing a Command of God; from the advantage by it the Members 
enjoyed; and from the evil Nature and Conſequences of Schiſm; 
ſuch as its being a throwing off the Badge of . Chriſtianity, its 
fruſtrating the deſigns of the Goſpel, and being the great hin- 
drance of its ſpreading and ſucceſs in the World; its rendring to 
thoſe who are guilty, of it, our Saviour's Interceſſion aud eee 
on of none effect, its depriving them of a Coyenanted Title 
what Jeſus Chriſt has purchaſed, and its being a Crucifying afre 
of the Son of God. I come now in the laſt place to make ſome 
improvement of the whole, and in 5 allow me ſeparately to 
ſpeak to our Occaſional Conformiſts, obr Rigid Diſſenters, and 
thoſe of our own Commun ion. eie e 
That there is a Schiſm at this inſtant prevailing in the Nation, 
in ſetting up of oppolite Altars, and contrary Aſſemblies of 1720 
IP, 


\ . 
. 

ſhip, is ſo plain aud evident matter of Fact, that ny Man can de- | 
ny it; it -muſt then be incumbent upon me, to enquire who are 
cable with this Sin, the cſtabliſh'd Chureh, or thofe Diſſent- 
ing from ber; and in this I hope it may be granted, that all ſepa- 
ration from a Church regularly conftitored, is unlawful, except in | 
caſe of finful terms of Communion, being impoſed by the Gover- 
nouts of that Church upon its Members. aG 
And therefore as to thoſe who Conform with us, and Diſſent from 
us occaſionally, certain 1 am, with them there can be no polũt 
of Conſcience in their ſeparation from us, fince if they look up- 
on it ſinful at one time, why not at another? And if always the 
eſteem out Communioa to be a Sin, Pray why then do they ſtret 
their Conſciences as occaſion offers, to joyn with us or 
Temporal advantage? Can any Man tnder Heaven be fo 
matter of Conſcience in this? r can the Almighty be fo far de- 
ceiv dy ax not to perceive their being lead to this by Faction, and 
Contention, and Covetouſneſs, rather than by Sincerity ; which 


prompts them thus to redicule his Ordinances, Jag makes a mock 
at Sin? Wherefore my W if any ſuch now hear rfie, let me 
intreat em to conſider what 1 have faid of 


| ſaid of th cit of him, 
and that ſince their Hearts muſt needs Condetmn t eb _cault 

Separation, that God is greater than their Hearts, and, as know- 
ing all things, will Condemn them like wiſe, utileſs they repeat and | 


""And for thoſe who pretend toDifſent frown vs bot df Prisciple, 


I hope it will not be amiſs to ce upon what ſolid Foundation 


their Princi 7 and here let us conſider our Chu 
and we will fad, at as being a Cl fie ous the Bien 
Authority of the Scri and all things therein contain'd, in op- N 
poſition to the Def Socinians, or the like; as to her Govern. 
ment, we ſhall find it truly Apoſtolicgl, and as for her Worſhip, 
Rites and Ceremonies, we ſhall find both Primitive and In- 
nocent; in all which reſpects She can be ſaid to im | 
ſinful upon her Children. | ; ' 
As for our Goverament, our Church, doth with the Primitive, 
believe the Different Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, to 
be of Divine Authority; and that the Biſhop in his Diſtri& is the 
principle of Unity, to whom all forts of Perſons ought to be Sub- 
ject in matters Spiritual; and as in his See he is the Repreſentative 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo by him „ a Miſſion from Jeſus Chriſt is 
trans- 
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(18) 855 
transferred to the ther Orders of the Clergy, withont vhich ĩt 
could not bes ecteds And this might be proved to have been i the 
A he Ghurch from che, Apoſtles downward;i from one 
"Ape to another, were it not tog tedious, and already {6 ſubſtanti- 
ally wel] perform d hy multitudes of Famous Divines. All 1 ſhall 
Fay further is, that I ſhould be ſatisſied that our Diſſenters ſhould 
S one Sdciety of Men proteſling Chriſtianity, and ac- 
Kknowledg'd as a, Chriſtian Church, tram'd: according to their 
Scheme of Government ull the Sixckenth Century, when Calvit 
ſet it up at Geneua; and the, better to confirm my Aſſertion, it 
may deſerve to be obſer ved as an eminent Author has already 
done, That the moſt impious Hereticks, could never think their 
Party eſtabliſh upon any certain Fopndation, unleſs they got ſome 
Biſhops an their de, general was the Divine Right of (thoſe 
Officers beleiy'd by all; and therefore this put them upon their 
utmoſt endeav urs to furniſh themſelves with ſuch; either by Se- 
\ ducing ſome already ia that Office, or procuring their Favourites 
Conſecrated in Sees probably already ſupply'd, which certainly 
they would not have done, had 7555 thought that Government ſo 
0 


eaſy to be overturn'd.z yea, ang ſo were the firſt Founders'of 
the Goverumens of Fay ſeuſible of this, That Mr. Calvin pleads 
for it on actount of its, 


| | eſity, and, not for its Divine Authority, 
andexpreſly cally 1 of er Gr 
vernment or Ceremonies, ateaving of the Faith, Eyilt. to the Enyliſh at 
Frankford. And pray, what but Conviction cou'd make this Author, 


and. ſeveral of his Cotemporaries,, make ſuch a Conceſſion againſt 
their Intereſt, 5 * arte. And as forthe Power 


hat I cannot UNGET | 
of Ordination as Iodged in the Biſhop, I gan hardly find out one 
Inſtance, in which Presbyters did of themſelves pretend to it, till 
the ſetting up this new model of Government. it is true, in the 
See of Alexandria, in the time of Aihanaſius's exile, ſome Aria 
Presbyters had pretended to Ordain one #chyras in Country place; 
Which wWhen Athang/ius.viſiting his Dioceſs underſtoed, and ſinding 
him Sick, ordered the reſt, of the Presbyterbito acquaint him, 
that it was his Biſhop's orders, that he ſnould no more Officiate 
as a Prieſt till he appeared before him; but he being ſenſible. of 
the Grounds. for ſuch Commands, inſtead of going to his Biſhop, 
went to his Arrian Aſſociates, accuting Arbanaſm of tlie greateſt 
Villanies imaginable, upon which, in a pack d Synod, the Biſhop 
was Condemſ d; but the matter coming after ward to be cognoſſed 
by a Council, Athanaſms was acquitted, and Jehhra, — 
WOE | anding 


(19) 
ſanding. the. Ordination of the Presbyters, Fxcortmunicated for 
Uſurping the: Pritftly Office Socrates Excl. Hiſt. Book 2. Chap. 19. 
and 20. and this for what I know is the only iuſtance of ſuch things, 
the firſt Fifteen Centuries; and how thoſe People will Anſwer for 
their daily following ſuch Courſes, and thereby engaging them- 
ſelves in the Treſphſs of Torah, or what kind of the nom contended 
for Moderation, had they lived int hoſe Ages, ſuch People had met 
with as made this day ly Practiſe, is what I fould gladly underſtand; 
As for the Ceremonies and forms of Worſhip in our Church 

ractisd by her Members, and enjoyned by her Canons, thoſe 

ave all been taken from the moſt Ancient Forms of the Church 
of God in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, when Forms were 
praftiſed, which are loo d upon by fone ef the beſt ſearchers 
into Antiquity; to have began immediately after Inſpiration was 
ceaſed ; but to grant the moſt that can befalledged in this head, 
which is, that there are ſeveral things in our Forms in themſelves 
indifferent, which are only binding by the Command of the 
Church; thoſe then ho divide for ſuch things, muſt needs be in 
a ſtate of | Schiſm : While in that caſe were they Lovers of Unity, 


they might reflect with themſelves, that ſince” tis impoſſible ſor a 


Church to be conſtituted ſo, as all Humours will in every reſpect 


be ſatisfied, and therefore ſince the breaking off from the Church, 


and diſſolving the bond of Unity with it, is a matter of fuch 
Importance as ought not to be done but on ſome material at- 
counts,. thoſe things not being in themſelves eſſential but iadiſſe- 
rent, are rather for Peace to be ſubmitted unto, that td make a 


breach upon ſuch Reaſons 3 and this certainly would look much 


more becomiag Chriſtianity were ſuch People endued with that 
Spirit, it being more becoming for private Perſons to Submit to 
their Governours in things indifferent, then to Reſiſt them. But 
truly they ſeem rather to be endu'dwith a wounding than a healing 
Temper, while they may be judg d rather to be affraid of any A- 
greement, then to wiſh or deſire it; and therefore on purpoſe to 
make the Breach wider then it was, and more viſible to the Vul- 
gar, they have thrown out of their Aſſembly the moſt material 
marks or Badges of Chriſtianity, in pretence of being more and more 
Reformed; and on this pretence it is, that becauſe they diſſet from 
us on account of uſing forms of Prayer of Human Compoſition, they 
have thrown out even that form which is Divine. Becaufe once 
at leaſt if not more in our Aſſemblies, a profeſſion is made by all 
of us of the Chriſtian Faith, by 3 of our Creed; they reject 
2 the 
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the waking any ſuch profefiog, leaſt probably it ſhould: difoblige 
ſame Heretick or Iladel, who may favour their Inrereft ; and be- 
cauſe we ſtudy to feed our Flocks with the fincere and unmixed 
Milk of the Word of God, by reading a Portion of each Tefta- 
ment to them, at each time they are aſſembled, they therefore will 
not ſuffer the Scriptures Publickly to be read, fave only ſuch a 
part of them as they pretend to interpret, leaſt peradventure were 
the Word diſpenſed without their gloſs and inter pretation, the 
2 might ſome time or other be made ſenſible of their mi- 
ke 


This being the true ſtate of the Queſtion betwixt our Church 
and her Diſſenters, let any Man judge whether the Sin of Schiſm 
is to be laid on us er on them. To our Charge, becauſe we hold 


faſt that Government in the Church which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
| left in it, and becauſe we pay that Reſpect to our Biſhops in their 


Sees as. the Repreſeatatives of Jeſus Chriſt, and through their 
means derive our Miſſion from Chriſt the Chief Shepherd of the 
Flock, in the exerciſe whereof we impoſe nothing ſinful nor contra- 
ry ta the Word of God, and Practice of the Primitive Church 
founded by the Apoſtles. Or if it ought. ta be charged upon our 
Diſſenters, who in pretence of ſhunning to comply with ſome 
things in our Worſhip, in the worſt Senſe but indifferent in them- 
ſelves, and in no reſpe& ſinful, have ereted themſelves into a 
Body, and conſtitute ſeparate Aſſemblies z and without any Imme- 
diate Power from God, or Warrant from thoſe to whom our Savi- 
our left that Authority, have aſſumed a Power at their own hand, 
to Conſtitutea Church and a Prieſthood, in direct Rebellion to thoſe 
God had ſet over them; and thereby, have involy'd themſelves 
ia the Guilt of the moſt Sacrilegious Uſurpations, even in the 
Treſpaſs of Norah, Datban, and Abiram; and who conſequently 
leave no condition to us to obſerve, for procuring the deſired U- 
nity, ſave our bringing our ſelves equally with them, under the 
damnable Guilt of Schiſm. 

And now as to you my Brethren, that are the Members of 
our Communion, as what 1 have faid, if rightly conſider d, 
may be ſufficieat to awaken thoſe therein concern'd to conſider 
their ways; ſo it may afford you comfort, as being Members 
of the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, and having thereby a Covenant- 
ed Title to the Benefits he hath purchas'd, and a Miniſtry to 
diſpence to you his Ordinances, whoſe Title ſo to do is indiſ- 
putable, and conſequently whoſe Adminiſtration on Earth, 


Our 


— 
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our Lord hath promiſed to ratifie in Heaven; which is the miſ- 
fortune of thoſe, ſeperating from you, to be depriv'd of: Let me 
therefore entreat you to walk worthy of thoſe Privitedges you en- 
JoFs and to improve them the moſt to your own advantage, 
walking Circumſpectly both towards God and the World; as you 
tender your own Salvation, and would not wilfully render all thoſe 
Bleſſings, to — gu are intitled as Members of the Church, 
uſeleſs and ineſſectual; as you would not brigg a Reproack to the 
Society of which you are Members, by occaſioning Men to Blaſ. 
pheme or ſpeak evil of it; and as you tender the ſtate of thoſe 
poor miſerable Souls, you ſee lead through Schiſm into the ways 
of Eternal Perdition, and · would not give Men occaſion of ſtum- 
bling through the unfruitfulneſs of your Lives and Converſations, 
and thereby more and more harden in their Sin, and become 
the Miſerable occaſion of their Eternal Damnation; let me, I ſay, 
on all theſe conſiderations intreat you to walk worthy of your 
Vocation, by endeavouring, to continue to maintain the wmry of 
the ſpirit in the bond of Peace, by teſtifying your Love to Ga, by 
a careful obſervance of his Commands; and your Love to one a- 
nother, by endeavouring, to the utmoſt of your Power, to pro- 
mote the Salvation of your own Souls, and of the. Souls of one 
another; that continuing Members of the ſame Body, under the 
ſame Head Jeſus Chriſt, and partakers of the ſame Spiritual Food; 
you may all of you after this Life is ended, enter into the perfect 
— — of God, there to partake, one with another, of that 
Bleſſed Eſtate enjoyed by the Church Triumphant, in the ſame U- 
nity wherein you have partaken of that by which it was Re- 
preſented, while in the Church Millitant upon Earth. 


Which God of his Mercy vouchſafe ſe _ for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Redeemer ;, To whom,-with the Father and Bleſſed Spi- 
rit, — all Praiſe, Honour, Power and Dominion, World with- 
out | | 


FINIS. 
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